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This  is  a most  valuable  compilation.  It  lists  alphabetically  all  the 
secular  priests  who  were  ordained  for  each  of  the  Scottish  Roman 
Catholic  dioceses  between  1879  and  1989.  It  also  includes  a list  of  the 
parishes  in  each  diocese  with  the  names  of  all  the  pnests  who  served  in 
them.  Individuals  can  thus  be  rapidly  cross-referenced  either  by  name 
or  by  the  vanous  parishes  in  which  they  served.  Dr  Johnson,  Keeper  of 
the  Scottish  Catholic  Archives  in  Columba  House,  Edinburgh,  has 
used  the  Catholic  Directory  for  Scotland  as  her  main  source.  This 
provides  data  almost  every  year  since  1830  on  new  ordinands  and 
obituaries.  It  is  thus  the  single  most  important  source  for  the 
biographies  of  the  secular  clergy  who  have  served  in  the  Scottish 
parishes  sine  the  restoration  of  the  hierarchy  in  1878.  She  also  utilises 
the  biographical  information  compiles  by  Fr.  Bernard  J.  Canning  in  his 
monumental  Irish-born  Secular  Priests  in  Scotland,  1829-1979 
(Inverness,  1979).  Since  complete  sets  of  the  Catholic  Directory  are 
rarely  obtainable  outside  of  the  Catholic  Archives  and  major  city 
libranes  the  detail  in  Dr  Johnson’s  lists  becomes  all  the  more  valuable 
by  being  made  so  accessible  in  the  volume  she  has  produced. 

All  historical  sources  have  their  drawbacks,  of  course.  The 
Directories  do  not  always  give  the  details  of  a pnest’s  career.  Also,  in 
order  to  give  as  consistent  a coverage  as  possible  the  author  has 
limited  the  biographical  details  in  the  main  to  such  basic  items  as  dates 
of  birth,  education,  dates  of  ordination,  dates  of  parochial  service  (or 
temporary  service  outside  of  parishes  such  as  military  chaplain  or 
work  in  an  overseas  mission).  Further  elaboration  will  be  needed  to  get 
a fuller  idea  of  what  the  average  life  of  a priest  in  a Scottish  pansh 
was  like  throughout  this  period,  the  celebration  of  Mass  and 
administering  the  sacraments,  the  round  of  parochial  duties,  the  daily 
visits  to  the  school,  visitation  of  the  sick,  the  efforts  to  develop  and 
maintain  parochial  organisations,  responding  to  the  different  types  of 
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situation,  domestic,  personal,  group,  industnal  or  social,  which  took 
up  so  much  of  tine  daily  round.  A valuable  and  underused  resource 
here  might  be  the  number  of  parochial  histones  which  have  appeared 
marking  the  centenary  of  the  great  growth  of  panshes  in  the  second 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  These  often  give  that  indefinable  flavour 
of  the  everyday  expenence  which  lies  behind  the  data  so  carefully 
assembled  here.  The  simple  format  adopted  in  this  volume  sometimes 
obscures;  for  instance,  on  p.  225  the  entry  on  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Charleson  gives  no  indication  of  the  sort  of  significance  his  career  had 
- for  which  see  Dr  Murray  in  the  recent  Records  of  this  Society  (vol. 
xxiv,  pt.  3,  1992).  And  it  seems  a tnfle  odd  that  so  distinguished  a 
recent  churchman  as  James  Donald  Scanlan,  successively  bishop  of 
Dunkeld,  Motherwell  and  lastly  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  does  not  get 
an  entry,  presumably  because  he  has  never  served  in  a pansh,  although 
he  is  noted  as  bishop  in  each  of  these  sees.  The  lists  do  not  include  the 
regular  clergy  who  served  Scottish  panshes  since  the  matenals  for 
these  still  await  their  compilation.  Finally,  since  this  is  a directory  of 
pnests  ordained  since  1879  it  omits  from  the  alphabetical  lists  all  those 
already  ordained  and  in  post  by  then.  For  these  one  has  to  consult  Dr 
Johnson’s  lists  of  secular  clergy  from  1830-78  which  appeared  in  the 
Innes  Review  for  1989  (vol.  xl). 

None  of  these  observations,  however,  can  belittle  Dr  Johnson’s 
achievement  This  reviewer  has  counted  over  2,  800  names  in  the 
index.  This  alone  is  proof  of  that.  She  has  provided  in  a single  volume 
the  matenal  of  history  waiting  to  be  shaped  into  patterns  which  reveal 
how  the  Catholic  church  has  developed  in  modem  Scotland.  It 
provides  some  first  impressions  of  this;  the  distribution  pattern  of 
pnests  and  panshes  reflects  much  of  the  economic  and  social  history 
of  the  last  150  years.  The  size  of  the  Glasgow  archdiocese  compared 
with  the  others  is  immediately  obvious.  So  too  are  the  details  of  origin 
and  education  showing  how  Insh  pnests  were  heavily  concentrated  in 
the  west  but  also  had  to  be  called  on  to  help  in  St  Andrews  and 
Edinburgh,  Dunkeld  and  Aberdeen.  There  are  intnguing  questions 
an  sing  from  the  educational  details.  Pnests  onginating  from  the  old 
Catholic  areas  of  Gaelic  and  north-eastern  Scotland  seem,  at  first 
glance,  to  have  been  more  usually  educated  on  the  continent  and 
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especially  at  the  French  seminaries.  But  the  fair  number  of  pnests 
from  Belgium,  Holland  and  Germany  noted  here  also  played  a part  in 
influencing  Catholic  life  and  events.  Here,  therefore,  is  a volume  which 
will  help  scholars  to  investigate  such  aspects,  the  growth  and  decline 
of  certain  groups,  the  relative  rates  of  ordination  to  the  community  as 
a whole  over  this  penod.  At  the  end  of  this  volume  the  author  lists 
those  who  have  directed  the  Scottish  colleges  and  seminaries.  Even  the 
raw  data  here  would  give  some  indications  as  to  who  have  been  in  the 
positions  which  have  influenced  the  development  of  the  clergy.  At  first 
glance  it  confirms  the  impression  gamed  from  works  such  as  James 
Darragh’s  The  Catholic  Hierarchy  of  Scotland  (Glasgow,  1986)  that 
much  control  remained  firmly  in  Scottish  or  Scottish-trained  hands 
even  when  the  composition  of  the  Scottish  clergy  was  changing  as  a 
result  of  the  demographic  and  social  and  economic  forces  of  the 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries.  This  present  work  takes  us  on 
very  much  further  in  raising  such  questions  and  providing  some  of  the 
answers.  In  the  flourishing  of  Scottish  historiography  which  has 
marked  the  last  few  decades  it  is  good  to  see  works  like  this  appear. 
The  assessment  and  revaluation  of  recent  Scottish  history  would  be 
very  lopsided  if  it  were  to  lack  the  sort  of  insights  which  can  be  given 
by  the  matenal  gathered  here  and  that  is  a measure  of  Dr  Johnson’s 
achievement. 


John  F.  McCaffrey 
University  of  Glasgow 
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